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HI r.HT V nr.SI'KUATE.
.

.. -liiicance of Inst night's start-

dev. lopmcnts in the Mexican situa-
: i,.¦ will not be apparent until our gov-
f . . ; . \ ln:n.« the precise nature of

L;no's proposals to Mexico, and
\ o\i*. the correspondence between

h'tri And Hucrta.

Tn the meantime, the conduct of the
y.-xi.'Mi usurper s'.ituresis that he Is

i sp tsite ni.d is layi"K his last trump.
H-.-ita ha,! everything to Rain and

nothing to lose by a bold attitude to-

wnid the United States. If finally re-j
-.cctcd or subdued, ho would be In no

vr.rs, a situation than if he yielded at
. v., outset to the demand that ho re-

sien. By standing firm, he may hope
to arouse the fighting ardor of his

people and to unify them ugalnst an

Invader; by yielding, h© would lose the

support of his weak-kneed soldiery and
could hope for nothing but. death or

r \He nt the hands of the rebels.
1: would seem reasonable to believe,

therefore, that his practical ultimatum
to this country is the last phase of aj
bitter ftcht for self-preservation, upon
the success <f which JIuerta is willing
to si .Xe everything.
How our government will proceed

remains to be seen ^ ot it is not too

early to say that the administration
will not rush precipitately to war.

Kvin the severance of diplomatic rein-
tions. which seems probable, would not

of necessity mean an appeal to arms.

The good sense of the Amc-ican people
and the wise judgment of the Presi¬
dent will dictate a policy that will save,

the country from unnecessary war,

while fully maintaining tho national
honor.

This view is confirmed by tho fact

that we have really no occasion for
war as matters stand tins morning. In

tho emergency, we can remove from
Die danger zone our citizens and those'
<.: friendly powers, «nd. if tho worst

( iDii's to the worst, can leave the Mex- i
Jeans to l I'ht it out.

Excitement tl.eie will be and sensa¬

tions enough. Ardent appeals.for im-
mediate aimed intervention ^e may
ixpeet and ". plications <>f every .«r>it

\\. may anticipate, but war is not yel
iespe:ate usurpes will not easily lead

tl . L°:..t< 1 States to the invasion >'f
Mcxl<:°:

!
i hi: \ r. \ r not sr.

In anothei^oolumn The Times-Dis-
: ...t< ,jres«/.:s.-< - it*" readers ihis inorn-
ne n piete l s'tet of the nuxt House

,.f i/ .. *.« .. ,i> r.-r as it.".- membership
! s bet ii det !>-d. < >ne ot two of

n :. be defeated, and iit
;, . :ni:.i districts the men who

f ; te. r 11.- st.-.tidard < f Die party
av< ! 1

1;- s!. .w s tii.! fort;.-t ight of
l .. eight -ti [<. men who will prob-
, in- .. !.. H' U.-e of 'Delegate-s did

i \i t th< .-« mi'ly of l iv lifc-
t .:.^ ti.' members who .'ei v« ci

5 > r : !¦k i»f. i <¦'.- :¦ a I >:

a:.' s 1 .>(. J . 1 be elected,
... 'i. pi i.nt ti. it the l»eino-

..v/.l> i t laws ^eitlla
ir -.. ity ..f :!.. ei s at>s»l«tel;.

; ,i .. b-gisla'.i ve pi k:c.|ure. « >nly
mi -five the old '.ernbtia have
. - :c:i"m i ..tea.

'I .f is alarming, wl. ... <¦'
'¦ .. tr.on are of lirst-rate ability

w i ... . ¦!.:> :' >11 the btl-1 '.e; ., ..f
.' .... .< ).' -i in

I life At tin.- vei y least, ti.e ciit-
i. .- feel tlw.t bet w.

I *.*. and '. . time the Assembly i. . et;-
i . .. -h !.( ti.e- leadeis <.: 11 . pai ty .i
- U ::in .-.iblllty I il.toj :n . v\

. tjjbti .: ;.i.' it dut.1 s and to .

it-*. tl.e-Ill ti.e i..SUl- bel'.»|-e ti.-
,

' l.plt-,
\V« do I.I t ... i ir f t)ie House, ft..'!

. . u t.. 1 t !.> .lift loll 1
:.e-.v blood Will, in siime instances, be j

it,\ c gi I :t .... : >. t < Xpo-
a i -s" it. i. 11 .. ..<: i- illi

.- .. v. .:. work ..in
:.'l t-.s ly .. t. .1 pt Old.

«... f> A :< t- -. 1 Wl n*
J lln t-. t ;. ]. ,e i.t i: .: ,e! -. . I t ., H J. I

til' !.h:. . t : -.»¦ . 1. . y I tl;.
},e add! it
}'«! j;a |if : lie vi.' ie it j wi

. lor Qeorg.e

Tho first nun'.ber of Harp' > V.'. < ;<;¦
f-dltftd''by Normal. Hapgood, is -.it, >rj
why isn't it called ^Inpgoe-d « \V.- k1_

The statlsticlariM say that sy mi,..
ftl'lO pounds Of sugar .>«»<. C'.liMe-,. il
the United States lust .yeai. II<-.vi
seen tho way the -North '"a
cover their blackberries with sui.ai, w

are not arnaxed.

The Wisconsin I.eglslatuie r.

over 1600 worth of water at i!» p.-e
session, but whether the tbiist v.

real or artlti«lal we cannot oay.

FOIl WHAT DO YIRCSI.YIA DIOMO-
CIIATS STAMlf

A correspondent writes us to Inquire
for what principles the Democrats of
Virginia stand, and what they will
advocate when thoy go beforo the peo¬
ple of the Commonwealth next Xovom-
I'C and ask that their nominees he
elevated to olltco.

\\ o wish wo could rt-fer our corre¬

spondent to a written platform ox-

pounding our faith. J3ut we must con-

fess to him that wo lwvo grown lazy
in Virginia, and. with our overwhelm-
ing majority, wo havo not thought it
worth while to doclaro our principles.
We have loft voters to draw their own

conclusions, strong in the beliof that
they would not vote for Republicans
even if they did not vote for our nomi¬
nees. Wo havo elected two Governors
since wo have had a regular party
convention to frame a platform, and we

have little reason to believe we shall
present Ilenry C. Stuart to tlio suffrar 5 j
Of the people on any platform other J
than that ho chooses personally to

adopt.
Yet this does not mean that we are

a party without principles, or that
there are not policies for which we

should stand. It rather means that
we have taken ourselves and the vot¬
ers for granted, and have lot it po at
that. There are principles for which
\ irginia Democrats should stand.prin¬
ciples that merit the support of every
man who wants effective government
and honest administration. Hero are,
some of them:

1. Virginia Democrats beliovo that the
duty of government is to do for all the
State thoso things which Individual
citizens and separato communities are!
not able to do for themselves, and to do
theso things economically, wisely and j
constructively.

2. Virginia Democrats believo that
every election should bo conducted in
a manner above reproach, and that in
the primary, not less than In the gon-

erjil election, every voter should have
the assurance of law that his voto
will be correctly counted and re¬

turned by responsible men, whose acts

may be reviewed hv tho courts. . |
3. Virginia Democrats believe that

tax laws framed for a different indus¬
trial era need reformation which will
Guarantee that every community, every
citizen and every class of property
pay their Just tribute to the support of
Government with the least hardship to

any citizen and any legitimate busi¬
ness.

4. Virginia Democrats believe that

every public servant should be judged
by his eflloienc.v and work, and that his

compensation should be fixed specifi-
cnlly, rather than by a scale of fees
which was introduced in a day of finan¬
cial distress.

5. Virginia Democrats believe that

government owes to posterity the best
possible system of schools, fitted to

tho needs and the. probable after-life
of those who are taught, and that man¬

ual training, a nine-months' school ses¬

sion and tuition in agriculture should
!>.) available for the children of every
county and city.

0. Virginia Democrats believo that
the function of government is to hip
rather than to hinder, to reform rather
than to punish, and that tho delin-

fluents of tho State, bo they children or

adults, should be Riven that treatment
b«"st calculated to restore them to so-

ciety or to protect society from them.
7. Virginia Democrats believe in con¬

structive expenditure, and stand pledged
to devote to tho public welfare the
money paid in taxes, promoting agri¬
culture, health, mining, fisheries and,
all industrial pursuits.

.S. Virginia Democrats believe in hon

esty and publicity in the public admin
istration. and will neither countcnanco
nor condone anything that keeps from
any taxpayer complete knowledge of
the manner in which the party dis¬
charges its public trust.

<»t It L.OCA I, \ \ \ A l.S.

We venture the opinion that few
people In Itlchinoitd laid down yester¬
day's Times-Di: patch without reading1
that well-writt* m story of the hanging'
.f three pi rat s e.ghty-six years ago.
Ji fat t, we suspect that as many pen-
pie ..'fad that interesting chapter in

'.>ur local annals a- read the escape of
i' .»' r Thaw from Matt-a wan.

Th«' reason is not far to find. All
<'f k l.nw that we walk historic
trot: and gaze on fainoi" scenes, and

*! ,w li:ivt bjick of us a magnificent
'. 11 i .. of wiiich most of us are igno-
'.'.t When wi can get that history
:t- attract iv¦ f'.im \\ .. read it as wo

won hi <i« \ m some. forgotten letter of
our youth.

^ t th.;. am lew .if ns who really!
ipl'it .. what our local history!

s to i Hi.'i w;,.;t a blessing ue

at h I t >i' jca 1 ;i t mos phere
v-l ich is i- \v.- walk the streets

. l.inj-'i .'t-fferson ami the
: t.i on (.o itita! faith tio.l; ue

** 1'ark and look
1 wn " i It*nd.ng «>.. !, 11,. Ke, j

I lith's boat gt ut.u* pr-'obles in
. u' ' 11 ' ' i" 'to apitol and

'
'. Jtl « hamper where tune ,.f

" great f! t :¦ i. I s, ha\ e i hun-
oe:. we t. into Marshall

I
and look at tin- mom where t|t<¦
,Jx» »"dei > i ..| n ,, ,,ai.d

Marburg vs Ma uo , Hll 0l]j.
1 I': t'l .- 11 ... with Its daxzk: c

' ¦¦ l.'i W 11 pa «l house w;i< .

1 Iteisoii i».: vi:-. Matthew i.t !i<o
" '. t ...-" '¦* others 1 i\. .j w..

an stand in «b-» i.m i.1 OKI .-,t. .1«»KI, si and
tm' «; Henry's vol.--. w.

.an s.ip Into tliat <iui* t h'.uso on
! > t-> reet ;.nd walk tin , .4, j,

. ;VMi,'h '¦ ' . .» !". M. li i. s I «: .1
' v- t' ap lor the < hi..i: v i f Oils

T! '! It means
tatiwn ami encouragem. nt and ftv

'' "v ' ,a;iS «>» r nncoj.v -|ou, 1 ;i

i..into his sou I li-...
' ' «.»' va! and Is him; If

tfnrt. it lhl. ;
" *'U" Krf,w "I* i" o. It., hnvoirt

". "."PonsllMlily , .

i '' k t i if.

' ngiit al-nit tiv 'mly f unmftrhtj'1 In tiiL coi.ntiy wh.eh j..\^ noacution.

LKAKMMi OK THIS SOI TII.
\N e can best go forward by looking?

I'.tokward. At least, that is tho soino-
w liat paradoxical conclusion 0110 will
. ¦acli who tries to trace the beginning |
of those movements which are now

claiming tho attention of the country.
Kvery net of Congress js the rellec-

tlon of public will, more or loss direct,
more or less remote. In » great na¬
tional crisis, Congress may voice the |
will of tho people overnight; in tho
less strenuous times of peace it will
mirror slowly and faintly the Judgment ;
on public issues already formed by tho
I eoplo. J?ut in every instance, if one
can find it, there is always some pre-
cedent somo ferment, so to speak, that
lias long been working.
A most startling proof of this Is the

fact, pointed out to us by an omni¬
vorous reader, that practically every
one of tho great questions now before
the American public w..s solved In tho
Constitution of tho Confederate states.

are trying to forbid trusts and
monopolies.tho South did so In Its
organic law. Wo think it wisdom that
members of the Cabinet should sit in
Congress.the Southern Constitution
expressly gave Cabinet ollicers that
privilege. Wo ..re fighting lor a tariff
for revenue only.our Southern fathers
lorbado any other kind. Wo believe
«he executive should have tho right to
Uto Hny 1,art of an appropriation bill
without disapproving tho whole.that
was provided for half a century ago.

1)0,11 oerats wrote into our platform
our belief that the President should
. old of 11co for six years, and should be
ineligible for a second term.a pro-
Vision in the Confederate Constitution
rho wise men who drafted that Con-

s union at Montgomery foresaw tho I
difficulties which would confront us'
and they wished to save our Southern j
ration from them. What a melancholy
ejection it is to think that it l,as
ikon half a century for their work to
bo fulfilled!

WOMKX AM) STHEET CARS.
Pause for a moment at Seventh and

"road, at Ninth and Main, at First and
"road, or at any of the transfer points
" yo" aro "">ro «l'an apt to find the

who! lin0<l W'th id,°' Kl;UinK ,nc,,-i
^ hose eyes are glued on the cars that
Mop for passengers.

i >' ,
Hie not a |)'casant companv to

' ° nnd "'0,r Pu^o.e is so obvious
every honest man and modest

"""" w,» resent it. They stare in
f. ence and they peep with droopingheads, but they are none the loss alert.

s°rTn cnn pot ,,n u,,> °a,s
subjecting herself 1o their scrutiny;
«« women can mount the running-board without being made to blush
An easy-going morality will say that
the women will insist on wearing

"k'rt* they may expCtft J *

: ">. C'vnlry or |"HI demand ,h,u »,«. lf aomo .f M
«ivoil" aro careless, they should be
saved from embarrassment on that
score.

* |
u> »¦..!"

,
h '"struct hi. ol'lc.-.a at Ul(. ,
Points and at tho busy w t

r ,h,"1 «»* ""love on- ordinance is ,,,!
orced strictly, and that the women of'
^H lnnond be protected from indignities

they aror°sn°o"n.
"T1IIC KOITOH "

From our exchanges of the last few
.V"S wo havo gleaned a number of

Pomrous reference:- to -the editor,- and
)n\e re.nl in some of these a tie-

tho n°"S ,:TPhaf5lS °n the greatness of

with hi" " ,!0ll"nn °f brevier
u~*°

^.;rri,r,w"
-bis would make us weary if it did

1 mn,;° l,S 1:tu*h Oneo upon a time
my have been legitimate. l. those

'h,vs of Journalism before the
any man who could buy a font

and a hand-press could start i

!\ «P the forms, soliciting
advertisements, and finding time'

between duels to express his contempt j
tilings mundane, the owner of

su.-h a sheet might properly style him¬
self "tho editor."

Hut that day has passed. Tnstoad of
"ne man, there are a hundred. Scat-i
tered everywhere, but working to-

this l!tt,e army of nicn eauh j
i! ,k,,i,,lte «a«* to perform. Some

1 advert isements. some see that
.t pa per Is cii cuinted, some gather
be news, others edit it, some are dele-
Katod to express tho opinion of the

"" the news it prints, some do
¦be mechanical work. Hut all are uni-

in on.-- purpose, and all have their
part in making any paper worth read-

.The editor" is dead; "the paper"

And the new era. wo believe, is bet-
'-¦r than the eld it makes impossible
'be domination by ono man of voiced
Public opinion; it precludes editorial
'i'teianc- which may be tho faulty view
¦« a singi- man; it K|Vl.. to tho public
the news as many men see it; |( ,.x.
presses a formal opinion which is the
united judgment of all the workers
trying to t.-ll tJie truth as they seo it.

It »vi11 be a long time before the tra-
'litional picture of the personal editor
fades from the public mind; but wo
"e hoping for that day. Jt will mean
i-tter service and better understand¬
ing Mid better effort for tho genoial
t- .d.

.Not a man, but a community.that's
t:e newspaper.

W e have rather been surprised that
N»-w Kngland business women who

we-c u.hl to appear at their places in
e extensive clothing did not roply

' their clothes were In proportion
< their pay.

A distinguished army olllcer, who had
'itten that ho would arrive at tho

hospital on a given day. has failed to

i"ii hi ),is appearance, tho same being
. not her proof that discretion is tho
better part of valor.

.'"..me one has asked liow the unin¬
formed man is to pick out a good novel

from the mass now offered for sale.
'I he only way wo can suggest is not
to pick the. one with tho attractive
title. It's u sure loser.

On the Spur of
Moment

By Roy K. Moulton

the

-Mayor Hit it llol Do.-' Wiik»h<Ono of our truthful f-lends tells ustli.it ho rci'cnlly witnccsboil a very pe¬culiar accident while In a small town.Mayor Cyrus Perkins. of the vil¬lage, was riding his bicyelo alongMain Street about 2 o'clock in theafternoon, when Miss Maofarlanc, lead-inK lady of "The Devil's Own" cotti-
;i»any, which had played at the operahouse the night before, came alongthe street clad in a tight skirt. ThoMayor, forgetting the dignity of hisotlice, turned to look at the young ac¬
tress and ran his bicycle into a hotdog w.-tKon operated by ono SlgnorConnettl.
Tho wagon was overturned and a ipot of hot sausage foil on the Mayor's jhead. When ho was picked up he wassmeared with hot dog and hamburger Isteak gravy. The Italian grew fyriousand started to pick up his wares, but

su\cn or eight dogs appeared on the
scene and began dovouring thorn. Thedogs jumped all over the Mayor andspoiled his now spring suit. The Mayor
was sent to the hospital and threatens
to have the hot dog vender's license re¬voked, while Slgnor t'onnetti says tho
accident was duo to contributory nog-ligence. as the Mayor had no business '
to turn and look at the actress. lie
will sue tho Mayor for tho price of
the wagon and spoiled stock.

Aceordtftg to I'nele Aimer.
A use Krisby says he doesn't foolstrong enough to >40 to a summer

resort this jear. lie is going to stayhomo, whore he can rest up.We never saw a traveling man who
pinned much faith In corn beef hash.
A fdler who has got a marriage¬able daughter and doesn't buy a porch

swing is guilty of a serious oversight.There may be some follers in this
world who don't save their bum
nickels and plugged quarters for th<>
street car conductor, but if so, wo
never know one of 'em.
l.em l'urdy says ho. would as soon

be run over and killed as to bo scared
to death by ono of them squakln'
auto horns.

Jt is gettln' so that employes of
the guv'inent have to got down to
work when tho whistle blows.

1 never see a time when the corn
was tall enough exceplln' when It
was too tall.
There are plenty of other ways to

bo onhappy without buyin' a motor-
boat
Miss Amy Prlngle. our village mil¬

liner. is always up-to-date. She is
showing hot* fall styes now, but not
very many women are falling for
'em.
Hank Ttimms says his mule don't

seem t<> have 110 Idoo of tho fitness of
things lie is having the spring-halt
now, away along now in tho middle ot
tho summer.
There ain't much use in tryin' to

pound any sense Into a feller that
parts his hair in tho middle and car¬
ries a cane during workmit hours.
Miss 1'ansy Tihbitts went to a fin¬

ishing school. It proved to be her
dad's finish as well as hers.

I-em Micks says it takes a lot of
sand fer 1 feller to make a success
In business these days, and Lem is
right, providin' tho business is the
house plasterin' business.

Class Cutters.
This is the gladsome season

year when shiny gentlemen
along to sell glass cutters.
often been said that one-half
world doesn't know how the
half lives. Heyond the shadow of a
Uoubt, the other half lives by sellingglass cutters.

It matters .not how busy you ate.
you must lay everything aside andiisten to tho siren song of tho glass
cutter agent. He takes from his
pocket a perfectly good piece of
glass, then produces th<- cutter and
does more tricks with It than Howard
Thurston can do with a plug hat full
of hard-boiled egirs. After ho givesfree exhibition you buy a glass

escape it. though
cutters at homo

of th"
happen
It lias
of the
other

your ollk-i

his
cutter. You can't
you have ;i00 glass
and .'P-0 tucked aw
desk.
There is a good deal of psychologyabout the glass cutter business. If

you are like the ordinary man you
have bought an average of seven glass
cut tors a week ever since you have had
an otlice, and when you want a pieceof glass cut you have to take it to a
glazier. Nobody on earth can make
a patent class cutter cut glass except¬
ing the man who sells it.
Some men blow their money foolish¬

ly over the bar or for gasolene, but
tho major portion of our surplus has
gone for glass cutters. It Is a habit,and yet there is a sort of ambition In
it, too. We hope some day to run across
a glass cutter that we can operate
when alone with it at home. We have
never found 0110 yet that didn't quitbusiness just as soon as we had paid
our money for it and the agent had
departed in his shiny Prince Albert
coat to land another victim.

Voice of the Peopli
Woman'* Work and Voting-.

To the Kditor of Tho Times-Dispatch:
Sir..The National Association Op¬posed to Woman Suffrage has given

out through its Washington headquar¬
ters an official statement of why it
is making an organized fight on this
subject. This statement begins by say¬ing:
"We. mora than any other organiza¬

tion, believe in woman's rights.
First in the catalogue of woman's
rights is the right or exemption"

1 challenge this opening statement
as false to tho spirit of woman In
this or any other age. Woman, outside
a very limited class, has never sought
or had exemption from anything she
was physically able to do. The respon¬
sibilities of government wore never
among the exemptions, for many of
the most successful and famous rulers
in history worn women.
They claim that woman must tie out

of active politics In order to do her
part of the world's work. Unquestion¬
ably tho care of children is_an import-

FLIES!
ItorHO mntiiirc I* the principal

hatching plnre for files.
It enn he made sterile rrlth conl

oil, carbolic ncld, ooppera* nnter or

dry lonin by mixing thoroughly.
Horsemen, ntfihlenicn, owners of

horses and nntiitnry inspectors, pay
attention! Cut this out.

I.et lOia be a flylenn year-

Abe Martin

Who kin remember when a daughter
\vu« her mot hot 's greatest asset? We
still have th' thrill o' th' first kiss, but
tn' thrill o' th' first pair o' boots has
gouo forever.

BOY IN SUMMERTIME.
By John T. McCutcheon.

(CoerrtKht; itfia: By Jotux 1. iloCutcUvoa.]

The Excursion to the '* Crick,"

ant part of woman's work. Yet if
woman would keop out of politics
she must practically surrender the car©
of her children at school age. Schools,
Playgrounds, sanitation, milk and food
Inspection, the condition of factories
where clothing is made and where chil¬
dren work, the whole physical and
moral surroundings of the child outside
the actual walls of home.these are
questions of practical politic., - .

laws which iegul.tie them are made

I S:.°I |C M :U!<I e,1,j'rced *.!' voters.
I s.ilil the claim of exemption is false

to the Kpirit ot woman, becitttsu it

sMr°ua orv and women ." not
II. -

woman certainly has the
light of exemption from service as ,t
fireman: but if her children are In a
mining building she does not think of
claiming the right. Thousands ..f

to°,i vr'S, I1 1 ien Sro 1,1 dealh-lr«P8
to-uaj, phj sical and moral. Which is
Uie womanly attitude, to sav "We i-tn-
not help that," or to say. "These things
doU?t"*'e cha,lgeJ' Jind we want to help
"When the suffragists define the bil¬

lot as a woman's right they manifest
a Mlstiessing Ignorance of nollth-al
economy. Tiio franchise is not a riiiht
nor a privilege. It is a duty, a stern'
duty imposed by the State.'* We can
a moat hear the groans of the poor
Htwin"1 o when this duty was imposed
upon them. We see the old barons
beseeching King John not to compel
them to have a voico in the govern¬
ment. Wo hear tlio long sigh of the
burdened people as their rulers impose
the stern duty on still more, until it
has at last come upon the common
man, who surely had enough to do -l-
ready.
As a matter of fact these ladies
manliest a distressing Ignorance," not

only .,f history, but of language. Tliev I
assume that a tiling cannot be a right
or a privilege because it is a duty
i nose th'-ee words may not be svnony-
mous, but practically they are insep¬
arable. Every duty must be a right
and many rights are privileges; tin'
definition of privilege being "a. special
right or advantage not enjoyed by all .

'-very privilege implies a duty, and
most duties aio privileges.

I'o illustrate: It l« a wife's duty
to lie affectionate to her husband. It
could not bo her duty unless it was
her right. Anil she cannot fulfil her'
duty unless she esteems it a privilege 1
So we see right is tho root, duty the
stalk, and privilege the Mower. The
ballot is most distinctly ail three \
man may disregard it as a privilege
«md necfleci it ;ts a dutv, but he never
despises it as a right." for it is the
symbol of his freedom.
"With a great sum obtained I this

citizenship." said the Roman centurion
and every American heart can respond
to the noble pride of St. Paul s answer
"But I was born free."
"The ballot is not a plaything for

idle women." Cert-.tinly not, nor yet
for drunken and venal men. Yet it

j may be a much needed outlet for the
1 energies of some women. Many women
are taught that they have but three

| duties in life.to cook, nurse and
please men. Then when their hus-
hands are able to relieve them of
household drudgery we blame them for
leading frivolous lives.
They say that tho suffragists nuni-

her S per cent of tho women. Wo do
not know how they know this; it is
a .hard matter to determine. We do
know that moat great movements have
had small beginnings. Hut rather
amusing is the panic for fear the s!
l>er cent arc going to force this thing
upon the rest. It is a small army to

j storm tho citadels of prejudice. And
what are our weapons? Keason, argu-

| nient. the righteousness of our cause,
and our own earnestness. No wonder

j they are afraid!
The only force we can use is to con¬

vince a majority of tho voters or their
representatives. Then if a minority
is still unwilling it must take the lot
of minorities. That is not force; it is
only popular government.

AIIOTA GASK INS.
Warrenton, Va.

When Tiixon Are llurdciinome.
To the Kditor of The Times-Dispatch:

Sir..In a general way, I am much
impressed with Mr. Moore's plan oi

tax reform, and, in the absence or

something better, would be glad to

have it made a State issue in the com¬

ing campaign. I regard as the koy-
noto to the entire situation one sug¬
gestion in Mr. Moore's paper, that is,
that burdensomo taxation has been
brought about by local rather than by
State influences. Herein is furnished
n Held for legislative thought and In¬
vestigation. Herein may be furnished
the cause of the ills complaOiod ot.

Before pi oceeding, 'let us clearly define
burdensome taxation. A tax levied
upon all tho people, tho benefits from
which not reaching all the people
alike and not commenaurate with tho
amount of taxation Involved, is bur¬
densome taxation. Such being the ac¬

knowledged condition of various Vir¬
ginia localities, an appeal will be made
to the Incoming Legislature for cor¬

rection of grievances. To one who
sees no other principle In a popular
government than "let the people rufe"
and "the greatest good to the great¬
est number/' slogans of communism
and socialism. It may seem both queer
and paradoxical, that a people should

demand relief from ihelr own action, i
Napoleon saved tho French people

from themselves, and genuine democ¬
racy might have saved Franco from
Napoleon One of the highest mis¬
sions of democracy is to sive people
from themselves. Under promises
thus enunciated it seems to me that
it will become the duty of a l.'omo-
cratic Legislature to investigate and
to applj a democratic test to the pr.ic-
tical working of our various depait-
ments of noveimr.tnt in so tai as tiiey
may affect the counties.
Our public school system, for in¬

stance, demanding in many localities
the lion's share of expenditure. should
be investigated, and its benelus so
standardized mat they may reach all
people alike. Bearing in mind that
two values may he placed upon educa¬
tion, one from a public, the other from
an individual standpoint, also bear¬
ing In mltul that one technically or

professionally educated is more than
likely to take his wares where most
In demand, and that those drilled in
rudiments must be tin; mainstay ot
the .sjate, as value producers and tax¬
payers, it may bo found that in sotno
overtaxed Virginia localities, operat¬
ing under the Influences of false and
extravagant ideals of public instruc¬
tion. the b.v':tem is being perverted to
Individual use and gain. Whilst hav¬
ing neither cause nor occasion to
charge dishonesty of purposo on the
part of oiticers connected with it. I
claim, and think I can maintain, that
the system, democratic In its mclp-
iency. Is being developed into a ma¬
chine arbitrary and tyrannical in its
tendencies, and may, under plausible
and high-so'inuing generalities, defeat
the real purpose of public Instruction.
The growth and development of our
schools to meet both individual anil
public wants should be the sequence
of the growth and development of the
wealth of the State. The reverse is
out of the order of nature, and will
lead in the end to disaster.

Finally, under the Auditor's plan,
with tho proper democratic restraints,
certain wrongful and unjust tax dis¬
criminations may be avoided, and a

phase of inequalities hitherto not
much noticed may be corrected. For
matters of strictly local purpose, not
affecting in any way other localities
of the State, different rates of taxation
for said purposes in different locall-
ties are legitimate and unavoidable,
but for purposes State-wide in scope,
matters in which one citizen of the
State should have no more nor less
interest than another, the different
rates now existing in different locali¬
ties aro highly discriminating, unjust
and undemocratic.

S. V. WATKINS.
Wakefield, Vn.

Oil Taxes.
To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.Auditor Lee Moore's plan to

shift and equalize the burden of tax-
ation by means of segregation will ac¬
complish nothing, except to force the
tax assessors to obey the law, so that
high assessments will mean large local
revenue. But segregation is not demo¬
cratic! It is a clumsy and unscientific
way to cure the evils we know of. and
will produce many other evils we know
not of. It is very unjust to tho sections
where community values are low. It
is not based on any past experience or
on any theory of social science. In
fact, it is only a makeshift to make it
imperative on each community to as-
sess land at its full value. It is better
late than never that tho State Bar
Association Is taking up the burning]
question of tax reform, and Hon. Rich-
ard Evelyn Byrd is a very competent
man to discuss the question, as he did
in his speech before the assembled law-
yers.
A just and wise tax law Is fully as

Important as those governing tho elec-
tions and the courts, and It is really
more fundamental and far-reaching, for
it is well said that the "power to tax
is the power to destroy."
But our people and our legislators

do not seem to recognize tho need for
the trained man in government. Wo
still hark back to tho slavery period,
when we had demigods In tho way of
forensic orators, wlio were blissfully
unaware of tho existence of such a
thing as "social science."
But Virginia is progressing, and "no

man can live unto himself" (much less
a community), It is now generally
recognized that most all land values
aro community values (created by the
prosonco of population). All tho ter¬
ritory within tho social and commer¬
cial radiuB of Richmond has a right
to a portion of the tuxes paid hy Rich¬
mond, because iiioy, helped to creato
the tax basis in Richmond.
No, Mr. Mooro's segregation pla'

won't do. We must create a now State
oflice.tho tax commissioner.to equal¬ize the assessments In the 100 coun¬
ties. I,and must be assessed at itsfull value. Public service franchises
must bo taxed at full value. Not many
of our public ofMcera are paid too much
salary. if land was assessed at full
value*, wo could get the money for
schools and roads, and at tho same
time force the Idle land Into use.

EDMUND FONTAINE.
Charlottesville.

Mo\e* to IJIncontlnuc Continuances.
To the Editor of Tho Times - Dispatch:

Sir,. Your editorial calling upon
some power to "make the wind be¬
have," some inventor to create "a de¬
vice that will allow a busy man to
work at a desk full of papers In a
good breeze without losing everything
he turns loo»«- for a moment." present*
an amusing picture of that busy man's
trials, but it is mild and lame com¬
pared with tho trials of the "gentle
reader" of your paper, who, after din¬
ner, when tho thermometer stands
degrees in the shade, takes up Tho
Tlmes-Dlspati h for a little postpran¬
dial entertainment, and finds from
U'.'ven to twenty-three articles "con¬
tinued" all the way from the second
page to page eleven, Inclusive.

After selecting an article, and pe¬rusing a paragraph or two, the "wen-
tie reader" is suddenly confronted
with that fateful legend. "Continued
on Eleventh Page." In his hurry to
discover "eleventh page" before he
loses connection with what has been
said on the first page, he spills the
paper ail over the floor, and just then,
as usually happens in such cases, along
comes your misbehaving wind, and a
heterogeneous mass of whirling paper
.goes scurrying up the front porch,through the hall and Into the back¬
yard, with the said reader, now no
longer "gentle," but mixed In tho
whirling mass, knocking over N tho
chairs and desperately grabbing at the
elusive sheets. Hot and perspiring,but still tenacious, he pursues the tlee-
lng mass, till finally that "wild and
woolly" varmint, "page eleven." landsin the chicken trough, and is captured|and hung in the sun to dry.
Half an hour after the remains oftho paper, and those of the more orless "gentle reader," nre again assem¬bler! together. A brickbat rests on ono

corner and the reader's knee on an-
other of th»» paper. He Is cautiouslyturning over its pages towards number"eleven," and finally slops. Then lie[arises with a "quaint and curious" ex-pression of countenance which wordsfail to portray. What has he seen?Four more lines! "Only this, and noth-in« more."

Mr. Editor, I am for a discontinued
continuance.strenuously.

ARM ISTKAD Bl'ItWELkClarksville.

>'o Harm In lirvnn I.eet urlng.
To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch!Sir,.There has been much criticismof Mr. Itryan lecturing during his va¬cation. I wish to say that ho doesnot allow these lectures to interferewith his duty as Secretary of State, asla shown by his canceling some ofthem to deal with the Mexican problem.'Then how can there be any harm in it?Has he not a perfcct right to usehis vacation in any reasonable way,especially when he takes It only whenhis services a.e not needed?
Now. why are the Republicans, and

some Democrats, continually findingfault with Mr. Bryan? First, I think
some are afraid of him. Many of thoDemocrats under this class are "ina-chine" men, and don't like his bein«cfor the people. Secondly, 1 bellev'o
some can't understand him because heis about fifty years ahead of his day.For proof of this, note that he desiresreform in such lines as presidentialnominations, and predicts that such ro-
form Is coming. Add to these two rea-
sons for Mr. Bryan's criticism the fact
that everybody, and especially public
oflicials. are criticized more or less, and
you have my solution to the questionwhich I asked above.

I think Mr. Bryan deserves congratu-
lations for the cool way in which he
takes tho criticism of kickers and
bluffers. It shows that he has a clear
conscience In lecturing.
And now, in conclusion, let me saythat, as for me, 1 think that -MV.Itryan is one of our greatest statesmen,and that he ranks with Jefferson, Mad-

ison, Marshall, Monroe and Webster as
Sectetary of State. And here's hopingthat ho may be nominated and elected
to the presidency in 1A20, when Wood-
row Wilson will have finished his sec¬
ond term. S. JAMES HART,

Charlottesville, Va.
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